


The Arboretum at Flagstaff was 
founded by Frances McAllister in 
1981 as a private nonprofit 
organization under the  official 
name “The Transition Zone 
Horticultural Institute.” While 
research was the original primary 
focus, over the years it has 
become known as a destination for 
local and out-of-town visitors who 
want to learn more about the 
native plants and animals found in 
northern Arizona, and as a 
wonderful venue for a wide variety 
of events and educational 
programs. 

Garden Map 

Photos by Sheila Murray, except 
where indicated * courtesy of 
SEINET 



Entrance Garden 

The Entrance Garden showcases                                    
some delightful plants that thrive in                             
Flagstaff. Many of the species here are native to 
Northern Arizona. Some species are not native, but are 
adapted to our high-elevation climate. Most of  the   

                                                                           

Fernbush (Chamaebatiaria millefolium) 

Arizona Honeysuckle (Lonicera arizonica) 

Twinberry Honeysuckle (Lonicera 
       involucrata) 

Has white, papery 
bark and black 
berries as big as 
peas, attracts 
hummingbirds and 
wildlife, and provides 
interesting fall color, 
blooms June-July, 
Zone 3.  

A trailing vine with 
striking red flowers 
in summer that 
hummingbirds 
love, Zone 3. 

An interesting long-lived 
shrub with fern-like 
leaves that resemble 
yarrow and fragrant 
white flowers in summer, 
Zone 4. 

(Aquilegia 
chrysantha) 

This long-
blooming 
perennial bears 
a profusion of 
yellow flowers 
all season with 
long spurs atop 
a mound of 
bright green 
divided leaves, 
Zone 3. 

Golden 
Columbine  

* 

* 

Map Area 1 

plants here are 
established 
enough that 
they do not 
require 
supplemental  
watering.  



Walter Reichardt 
Courtyard Garden 

Map Areas 2, 3 Established in 1987, these                                          
gardens demonstrate high                                             
elevation plants from around the world, and illustrate 
four-season appeal using sound horticultural design that 
marries vegetation with human structure, using native 
and adapted plants that are appropriate for the 
Colorado Plateau. It exemplifies the “roots of the                                          
         Arboretum”. A 
         portion of this 
         garden is 
         dedicated to 
         Francis  
         McAllister. 
         Most of the 
         plantings were 
         made when 
         she resided 
         here. This 
         garden  
             provides vivid 
         fall color.  

Common Juniper (Juniperus communis var. depressa) 

Ponderosa Pine (Pinus 
ponderosa var. scopulorum) 

Cutleaf 
Coneflower 
(Rudbeckia 
laciniata) 

A low-growing shrub found in alpine areas, the berries are commonly 
used to make gin, fruits in summer, Zone 2. 

The 
characteristic 
tree of Northern 
Arizona, older 
trees have 
yellow/orange 
tinted bark that 
smells sweet, 
like caramel, due 
to the great 
amounts of 
sugar built up 
within, Zone 3. 

A fast-growing tall 
yellow coneflower, with 
deeply incised leaves, 
blooms mid-season until 
autumn, Zone 3. 

Bell-shaped  
spring white 
flowers, snow-
white berries, 
Zone 2. 

Snowberry (Symphoricarpos 
                albus) 

* 



Karen Haskins Herb 
Garden 

The herbs in this garden are                          
primarily perennials that are hardy          
for the Northern Arizona climate. They include species 
with medicinal, ornamental, and culinary value. This 
garden was installed as Francis McAllister's kitchen 
          garden, and 
          was dedicated 
          to Karen 
          Haskins in 
          2016. 

Map Area 4 

Arizona Bugbane 
(Actaea arizonica) 

American Red Raspberry 
(Rubus idaeus) 

Sweet Cicely 
(Myrrhis odorata) 

Blue 
Elderberry      
(Sambucus 
nigra ssp. 
cerulea) 

This rare plant of 
Arizona prefers a 
habitat of shady 
locations with damp 
soils, it has stately 
spikes of small white 
flowers in late summer 
to fall, Zone 4. 

An herb native to Europe, 
aromatic with a flavor similar 
to anice, flowers white in the 
summer, Zone 3. 

A native raspberry bush with white 
flowers in early summer that form 
delicious red raspberries, not 
nearly as spiny as the invasive 
Himalayan Blackberry, Zone 3. 

                                            Fast growing                                                                                                                         
                   shrub with 
                   tiny white 
                   flowers in 
spring that produce delightful edible 
blue berries, Zone 4. 



Willow Pond was reclaimed from an        
old livestock tank. Lined with plastic,                                   
it provides a beautiful riparian habitat that draws 
wildlife such as racoons, skunks, coyotes, and many 
birds to the garden. Keep an eye open for animal tracks! 
       Surrounding the 
       Pond are a 
       Mushroom 
       garden, Mixed 
       Conifer garden, 
       and a Rare Plant 
       Refugia for 
       some of the 
       rare and  
       endangered 
       species we 
       work to  
       conserve, some 
       are so rare that 
       this garden is 
       likely the only 
       place to see 
       them growing! 

 

Willow Pond & Rare 
Species Refugia 

Map Areas 5, 6 

Quaking 
Aspen 

Cattails(Typha sp.) 

Bracken Fern 
(Pteridium aquilinum) 

Arizona Willow (Salix 
arizonica) 

A large fern with orange spores on the 
undersides of the leaves, often 
growing with Quaking Aspen, Zone 4. Has leaves that "quake" 

when blown on the wind, 
clonal groups can grow very 
large and are all part of the 
same organism covering 
large areas, yellow fall 
color, Zone 2. 

A common site in marshes or 
shallow water, many of its parts 
have multiple uses, Zone 4. 

Rare in AZ, 
a smaller 
willow 
found in 
open 
meadows, 
has deep 
red stems, 
Zone 3. 

(Populus tremuloides) 
 



Highlighting the many roles that fungi play in our lives, 
this garden features species that have edible or 
medicinal qualities. Built in 2018, this garden was 
funded by a dedicated group of folks intrigued by the 
world of mushrooms and new learning opportunities. 
Mushrooms, much like many plant species, have a 
                                                              ‘season’ in Flagstaff’s  
                                                              dry, high elevation  
                                                              climate for  
                                                              appearing. Mushroom 
                                                              appearance typically  
                                                              coincides with  
                                                              monsoonal rain  
                                                              events and lasts as  
                                                              long as the rains do! 

 

Mushroom Garden 

Map Area 7 

White Fir        
(Abies concolor) 
Columnar tree with soft 
blue-green needles, from 
the mountainous slopes in 
the western U.S., Zone 3. 

Oyster  
Mushroom 
(Pleurotus  
ostreatus)  
Photo by Kristin 
Haskins 

Lobster mushroom. 
Photo by Kristin 
Haskins 



Constructed 
Wetlands 

The Constructed Wetlands were                
built for use as the Arboretum’s               
wastewater treatment facility. These plants grow 
natural in the wetlands of northern Arizona, and this 
garden uses the best plants for survival and wastewater 
cleaning. The Constructed Wetlands are an ecological 
alternative to sewage treatment facilities. They avoid 
the use of settling basins and chemicals. This wetland 
has three shallow ponds, called cells, filled with gravel. 
In these cells, a layer of mulch covers the gravel and the 
plants are growing on top. Sewage loving 
microorganisms cover the plant’s roots, and it is these 
  microorganisms that actually 
  feed on the wastewater as it 
  passes through the cells. At 
  the end of the journey, the 
  water is clean enough to be 
  reused on select plantings 
  around the Riparian Ramada. 

Map Area 8 

Curly Dock 
(Rumex crispus) 

Checkermallow (Sidalcea 
neomexicana) 

Chiricahua Dock 
(Rumex orthoneurus) 

Boxelder (Acer negundo) 

A water-loving plant with 
broad green leaves and 
interesting                 
stalks of                             
seeds in the                                
fall, Zone 4. 

A rare species found only in 
Arizona, near streams and 
springs, similar to the more 
common Curly Dock, Zone 3. 

Small deciduous tree with light 
green maple leaves, fast growing, 
yellow fall color, Zone 4. 

A graceful tall 
perennial with 
many pink 
flowers in 
summer, grows 
well in 
saturated areas, 
Zone 3. 

* 



Demonstration 
Gardens 

These gardens demonstrate various                   
gardening strategies for our                         
challenging high-elevation                   
environment. Included are the Blue garden showcasing 
blue foliage and flowers which are an adaptation to the 
sun at our high elevation, the Turf Demonstration  
      garden showing
      native grass
      selections for
      your yard, and
      the Plateau
      Regional garden
      displaying 
      species from the
      Colorado 
      Plateau that fit
      well around
      structures such
      as our 
      Horticultural
      Center. 

Map Areas   
9 - 12 

Fringed Sage (Artemisia 
frigida) 

Littleleaf Pussytoes 
(Antennaria parvifolia) 

Wild Strawberry (Fragaria 
virginiana ssp. glauca) 

Blue Grama (Bouteloua 
gracilis) 

Aromatic mat-forming sage that 
holds up well as a dried 
arrangement or incense, Zone 2. 

One of our best native grass 
species, very useful as a lawn or 
wildflower meadow, has a 
characteristic "eyelash" shaped 
inflorescence, Zone 3 

Perennial spreading silver mat 
with white flowers on short stems 
in early summer, good 
groundcover, Zone 4. 

A spreading species with small 
white flowers in summer followed 
by tiny, tasty strawberries, Zone 2. 



Research Gardens 
These gardens showcase the many 
ways that The Arboretum is 
engaged in research on on species  
and ecology. Included are the Phenology Garden, where 
Penstemon species are used to track bloom times, the 
Climate Change Center where instruments monitor   

Map Areas 
13 - 19 

Mountain Muhly 
(Muhlenbergia montana) 

Rocky Mountain 
Penstemon 
(Penstemon strictus) 

Scarlet Penstemon 
(Penstemon barbatus) 

A graceful bunchgrass with 
wavy flowering plumes and 
slender leaves, Zone 3. 

One of the few shade-tolerant 
Penstemons, has sparse dark 
green leaves and bright red 
flowers in summer, Zone 2. 

The hardiest Penstemon, 
deep purple flowers 
attractive to pollinators, 
often maintenance-free, 
Zone 2. 

environmental 
changes, 
Research Plots 
such as the 
Southwest 
Experimental 
Garden Array 
that host researc 
hers and their 
experiments, and 
Grow Out Beds 
of native species 
such as 
milkweed and 
other restoration 
species. 



Jeff Hall, an astronomer at Lowell              
Observatory, designed the Pollinator                             
Garden using a sophisticated astronomical studies 
computer program to create a perfect butterfly shape. As 
you walk through it, the main path through the garden is 
the butterfly’s body, and the secondary paths are the 
      veins in the 
      wings. A  
      pollinator garden
      needs strong
       sunlight, blocks
      of color, fragrant
      plants, a mud
      puddle, a 
      windbreak, and 
      warm rocks. 

      

Pollinator Garden 

Map Area 20 

Yarrow (Achillea 
millefolium) 

Showy Milkweed (Asclepias 
speciosa) 

Fendler’s Sandwort (Arenaria 
fendleri) 

Purple Coneflower 
(Echinacea purpurea) 

            A fast-
growing component of many 
meadows with fern-like finely 
divided bright green leaves, 
summer blooms in an array of 
cultivated colors, Zone 2. 

One of the tallest milkweeds, 
has starry rose-purple flowers  
in summer, host plant for the 
Monarch Butterfly, Zone 3. 

A dainty, 
grass-like 
perennial 
with tiny 
white 
flowers in 
summer that 
sport neon 
purple-pink 
stamens, 
Zone 2. 

An adaptable and popular 
plant for sun and shade 
gardens, large purple flowers 
in late summer, Zone 3. 



Shade Garden 

Many homes on the Colorado                        
Plateau are nestled amongst                  
Ponderosa Pine trees. The Shade Garden demonstrates 
plants which grow in cool, deep shade to dappled 
sunlight. Native and adapted plants for this garden 
        require low to 
        moderate 
        water and can 
        tolerate low 
        light  
        conditions.  

Map Area 21 

Wax Currant 
(Ribes cereum) 

Meadowrue (Thalictrum 
fendleri) 

Blue Spruce 
(Picea 
pungens) 

New Mexican Locust (Robinia 
neomexicana) 

Small shrub with sticky 
green leaves, and red edible 
berries in summer, attractive 
to wildlife, Zone 3. 

Easily confused with 
Columbine when not 
in flower, the flowers 
are very small and 
green, Zone 3. 

The cones of spruce 
trees are found at 
the top of the trees 
hanging down, the 
cones on a fir tree 
in comparison grow 
upright, Zone 2. 

A fast-growing, 
thicket forming 
shrub, has large 
pink-lavender 
flowers in 
summer and 
sharp spines on 
the stems, Zone 3. 

* 



              A native 
              vine that 
              can grow 
              up to 10 
              feet or     
              more, the 
              female 
              plants  
              produce 
              interesting 
cone-like fruits in summer called 
hops that can be used in brewing 
beer, Zone 4. 

Water Conservation 
Garden 

In this garden, designers first noted                           
which places were naturally wet or                              
dry, hot or cold, shady or sunny. Then they enhanced 
the landscape and planted species adapted to the 
"microclimate" found in each location. The garden got 
          its name from 
          the rockery 
          next to the 
          eaves of the 
          Walter  
          Reichardt 
          building. 
          Rainwater 
          runoff is 
          utilized by 
          water-loving 
          plants, while 
          the drier areas 
          are utilized by 
          more xeric 
          species. 

Map Area 22 

Canyon Grape (Vitis arizonica) 

Shrubby Cinquefoil 
(Dasiphora fruticosa ) 

Hops (Humulus lupulus 
var. lupuloides) 

Western White Clematis 
(Clematis ligusticifolia) 

A native grapevine found in canyons 
and near streams, has small edible 
fruits in late summer, Zone 3. 

A climbing vine of Arizona 
canyons, has white flowers and 
attractive fuzzy seedheads in 
summer, Zone 4. 

A hardy shrub with small yellow 
rose-like flowers all season and 
lots of dark green leaves, Zone 3. 

* 

* 



Checklist of all gardens 




